THE GREAT ORCHESTRA OF CHRISTMAS CHARITY

This year we are celebrating the 25" anniversary of the Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity
Foundation. It all started in March 1993. This time the foundation was officially registered in
Warsaw. The founders are Jerzy Owsiak, Lidia Niedzwiedzka — Owsiak, Bohdan Maruszewski, Piotr
Burczynski, Pawet Januszewski, Walter Chetskowski and Beata Bethke. The first fundraiser for the
Grand Finale took place in January 1993. Initially, it was supposed to be a one - time happening to
raise money for the cardiac surgery ward at the Children’s Memorial Hospital in Warsaw. But due
to the amount of money collected, it was decided to continue
and develop the foundation.

The main founder of the foundation is Jerzy Owsiak. He is a
music journalist, writer and broadcaster. His wife (Lidia
NiedZwiedzka — Owsiak) is also a member of the GOCC. She is a

director of the medical division of the foundation. She is taking

care of all medical purchases.
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Now money for this foundation is collected in different ways.
W|E|ka Ork|est|'a They can be paid via the website or handed in individually at the

S'WiatECIﬂE' office of the GOCC . Money can also be collected at various
: J auctions. One of the most popular auctions in London was held
PomO(y at the Nike store. For over 700 pounds, the goalkeeper gloves of
the famous Polish footballer — tukasz Fabianski were auctioned

off.

Every year, the Pol'And'Rock festival takes place with
the participation of famous artists and emerging bands.
All the money raised for the purpose set by the
foundation is also summarized there. Pol'And'Rock seems

to be the best way to reach thousands of people from all
walks of life. During the festival, in addition to the show
of amazing music and art, the organizers aim to launch
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various educational initiatives.

This year the foundation is collecting money for children’s ophthalmology. So far, 136min has
been collected, but the final summary of the money raised will be held on March 30.
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